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You can also visit us online at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/

WestWalkerCivicAssocChicago/

Fri., Aug. 7 ● 7 pm 
West Walker Front Porch Party
4106 N. Springfield
Free; see pg. 2 for details. 

Sat., Aug. 8 ● 7 pm 
Funk House
4038 N. Monticello Ave. (alley)
Free

Sat. and Sun., Aug. 15-16 
Wine and Art Walk
Morton Arboretum
mortonarb.org

Thurs., Aug. 20● 6:30 pm
Live on Lawrence: The Prettiest Girl
Clark Street Sports, 4506 W. Lawrence
Free; pebachamber.org

Fri., Aug. 21● 7-9 pm
Ari Cervantes and Duo “Nimbe”
Jacob Park, 4674 N. Virginia Ave.
Free; hornerpark.org

Thur. - Sun., Sept. 3-6 
Chicago Jazz Festival 
Millennium Park 
Free; Chicago.gov

Sat., Sept. 12● 10 am - 8 pm
Ravenswood Manor Music Crawl
Ravenswood Manor Park
Free; hornerpark.org

Thurs., Sept. 17● 6:30 pm
Live on Lawrence: The Stingrays
Clark Street Sports, 4506 W. Lawrence
Free; pebachamber.org

Sat., Sept. 19 ● 7 pm 
Funk House
4038 N. Monticello Ave. (alley)
Free

Continued on page 3
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2026 West Walker Garden Walk Shows 
Growth in Community and Plants 
By Stephen Brown

On a sun-drenched Sunday 
afternoon, over 110 neighbors 
and visitors strolled through 
West Walker’s tree-lined streets, 
admiring 18 gardens that 
showcased our area’s botanical 
diversity. From community food 
gardens to pollinator sanctuaries, 
the second biennial West Walker 
Garden Walk showed that 
residents are transforming their 
urban spaces with creativity and 
care.

Participants meandered along a charted garden walk route spanning 
North and South of Elston, with stops along Avers, Lawndale, Monticello, 
Hamlin, and Springfield. Gardens ranged from Andrea Macias’s front-yard 
community garden rooted in food justice, to Marilyn Pauga’s veteran 
tribute garden blooming with poppies and milkweed. Visitors discovered 
lovingly tended fairy gardens, organic bird sanctuaries, Zen spaces with 
water features, raised vegetable beds, and shade gardens featuring native 
plants. The Carlson Community Services’ Three Brothers Garden on Pulaski, 
a volunteer-managed community garden that donates its harvest to the 
Irving Park Community Food Pantry, demonstrated gardening in service of 
neighborhood food security.
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Dear Neighbor,
West Walker Mission Statement 

“The pursuit of the West Walker Civic 
Association is to make our diverse 

neighborhood the best it can be by securing 
the services, safeguards and improvements the 

West Walker community is entitled to have.”

Celebrating over 100 years of service  
to the West Walker Community

WEST WALKER
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

The West Walker Wire is published every 
other month year-round by the West 
Walker Civic Association.
Finished articles and ads are due 7 
days prior to the 1st of each even 
numbered month. Submit story ideas  
at west_walker_wire@yahoo.com. 
Please include a phone number in 
case we need to follow up with you. We 
reserve the right to edit all submissions 
for space and content. For information 
on advertising, please contact Shannan 
Bunting at shannan@solsticepr.com.

2023–2025 OFFICERS 
President	 Erin Hunter
Co-Vice Presidents	 Laura Ell &   

Helen Lira
Secretary	 Gayle Irvin
Treasurer	 Stephen Brown 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER
Mike Webber

WEST WALKER CARRIER STAFF
Chris & Maeve Altman

Carol Barry
Tori Bohannon & John Lopez

Goddard Family
Kotche Family

Alison & Nick McHugh 
Jim Medd

Kris Nowak 
Jeanne Pozy & Joel Reese

Rick & Melanie Reschke
Pat Ruch

Jenni & Michael Kus
Jarrett Tate

Sue Trudeau & Tom Williams

EDITOR
Whitney Steen

WEST WALKER EMAIL BLASTS
Brian Hunter

I hope you all are enjoying your summer, as we are most of the way 
through! I want to thank everyone who came out to Independence Park 
and visited our table on the 4th of July. Also special thanks to Jenni Kus and 
Jenny Risch for manning the table. I’d also like to thank all the folks who 
came out to support our second Garden Walk on July 12th. We had over 
100 participants viewing almost 20 gardens! I loved walking around our 
neighborhood and seeing everyone. Special thanks to our committee led by 
Stephen Brown for all of their hard work. 

August will bring back Front Porch parties, with our next one on Friday 
August 7th. The party will be at 4106 N Springfield from 6:30-9p. We will 
feature the Kenny James Duo with special guest David Kaplan. Please feel 
free to bring the family, as well as your own chairs and refreshments.

I look forward to seeing you at the Porch Party or around the neighborhood. 
Enjoy the rest of your summer!

Until next time, 
Erin Hunter

Don’t Miss Out on Farmers’ 
Market Season!
Area farmers’ markets are still going strong until 
October! Don’t miss your chance to get the 
freshest produce, honey, cheese, and more!

Independence Park Farmer’s Market – Every 
2nd and 4th Sunday 9 am to 12 pm through 
October 3945 N Springfield Ave

Horner Park Farmer’s Market – every Saturday 
9 am to 1 pm through October 10. 2741 W 
Montrose Ave (northwest corner in front of the 
Field House).  Free yoga is offered at 10 in the 
grassy area adjacent to the market (weather 
permitting).

Northcenter Farmer’s Market – Every Saturday 
through – October 31 8 am to 1 pm. Northcenter 
Town Square, 4100 N. Damen Avenue

Logan Square Farmer’s Market – Every Sunday 
8:30 am to 3 pm through October. 2620 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. logansquarefarmersmarket.org 
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Joining the West Walker Civic Association or renewing your membership is quick and easy. 
Scan the QR code to the right or go to https://www.westwalkercivic.org/membership/
become-a-member to join or renew. Rates offered for individuals, families, seniors, and 
businesses!

WWCA Membership runs 
January 1 through December 31 annually. Your dues help fund a variety of items: 

•	 Six (6) issues per year of the Wire, delivered free to residences and businesses                                                                                                        

•	 The annual community garage sale and biennial garden walk (as featured in this issue), as well as other 
community activities throughout the year.

•	 Support for area non-profit groups like the Irving Park Community Food Pantry, Independence Park, and 
Independence Library

•	 Free email updates on neighborhood events, area crime, and a LOT MORE!

Continued from cover

Enjoy the Wire? Join the West Walker Civic Association!

Thank you to our new and renewing members!

Tongta Fox

Laura Gardner

Kirsten Gettings

Nadiya Kalakura

Tarin Kendrick

Pamela L Austin

Susan Matthews

John McGuire

Lillian Ngobi

Jane Nagle & Richard McDermott

Jenny Woo

Committee co-chairs Laura Ell, Stephen 
Brown, Helen Lira, Tara McKee, and Gayle 
Irvin, alongside Sameer Maheshwari, 
coordinated the event. The goal of 
celebrating West Walker’s green spaces was 
successful: attendees discovered practical 
inspiration while building connections with 
neighbors, both old and new.

The day’s success hinged on generous 
community partners. The Pickleball 
Clubhouse provided vital sponsorship, 
and Wintrust Mayfair made a meaningful 
contribution. The Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District (represented by 
Rich Bradley) also donated a rain 
barrel, underscoring the importance of 
sustainability and stormwater practices in 
our community.

39th Ward Alderman Samantha Nugent made a special 
appearance, stopping by to admire the gardens and 
recognize the neighborhood’s shared interests in 
horticulture. Additional volunteers Joyce Patch and Pat 
McKee ensured smooth operations throughout the 

afternoon, while countless homeowners gave generously of 
their time and expertise.

Many attendees asked: when’s next year? The answer: next 
year, GIPNA will host the Independence Park Garden Walk. 
But West Walker’s gardeners won’t wait long: plans are 
already sprouting for our next celebration in 2028.

Alderman Samantha Nugent (L) with Garden Walk Volunteers
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Please Support Our Advertisers!  
Let them know you saw them in the  

West Walker Wire.

Unique New Businesses Open in 
West Walker Area By Kim Pecka

Summer has brought several new businesses to the West 
Walker area.

Turn Back Time Records and Coffee 
This bright and lovingly restored shop is located on Irving 
Park, just across the street from Independence Park. With 
plenty of space to enjoy your beverages and donuts 
(from Somethin’ Sweet Donuts), you are also able to 
peruse the back room full of records. Follow them at @
turnbacktimerecords on social media. So excited for all 
of the good vibes that this new shop will bring to the 
neighborhood! 

Scissor & Fork 
This unique combination of a hair salon and a coffee 
shop has convenient entrances on both Elston (right next 
door to JT’s Genuine Sandwich Shop) and Monticello. The 
twinkle lights, greenery, and exposed brick give this shop 

a very cozy vibe. The salon is spacious and the cafe 
serves drinks, including fun weekly specials, sandwiches, 
and vegan / GF sweets from Beacon Doughnuts and 
defloured. Book your next haircut and follow them @
scissorandfork to hear about upcoming events!

The Notch Studio 
This new sewing space on Elston, north of Irving 
Park, might just inspire all of us to dig out our sewing 
machines. They offer open workspace and sewing 
classes for all levels - from ‘first stitches’ for beginners to 
‘mending and alterations’ workshops. Check out thenotch.
co to see all of the upcoming classes and offerings.

So let’s buy some iced coffees, book a haircut, and 
improve our sewing skills in support of these new local 
businesses!
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Irving Park Lutheran News 
Sunday School at Irving Park Lutheran Church
Rally Day is September 13

The presence and participation of children are an 
important part of Irving Park Lutheran Church, which has 
members of many different ages, from several months old 
to well over 90!  Children are welcomed and celebrated 
with important roles during the 10:30 am worship service.  
For kids or adults who need a break, they may also enjoy 
the large and well stocked nursery, downstairs from 
the sanctuary, which is overseen by an adult skilled in 
childcare.  The learning year kicks off with Rally Day on 
Sunday September 13. Then through May, Sunday school 
classes are offered from 9:15 am – 10:15 am (before 
the worship service) for children ages 2-13.  Each two 
grade level class includes services projects, arts and crafts, 
an annual original Christmas Play, and an opportunity 
to grow in faith and community with caring peers and 
mentors.  For more information contact pastorbouman@
iplc.org.

Flu Shots and Other Vaccines Offered at IPLC 
Sunday September 20

A pharmacist from Walgreens will be offering various 
shots (flu , RSV, COVID, pneumonia) at IPLC on Sunday, 
September 20, from 9 - noon.  NOTE: The flu shots 
are free, but other shots require insurance, HMO is not 
accepted.  Please bring insurance cards. 

Share Your Musical Gifts

Irving Park Lutheran Church has a number of 
opportunities to share the gift of music.  You can offer an 
instrumental or vocal solo during the service, or be part of 
a group of singers.  The Choir rehearses Sunday mornings 
(except 2nd Sundays of the month) from 9:15 am – 10:05 
am.  The Ensemble rehearses Sunday mornings after 
worship, from 11:30 am – noon.  Or you may be part 
of the handbell choir (seasonal rehearsals).  For more 
information contact IPLC’s Music Directo Bing at music@
iplc.org
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Get Involved! Opportunities to 
Volunteer in West Walker and 
Throughout Chicago
If you’ve been looking for an opportunity to get more 
involved in your community, several area organizations 
are currently looking for volunteers for late summer 
and fall events! Whether you are interested in historical 
preservation, tree planting, or contributing to your 
neighborhood, these opportunities offer something for 
everyone! Be sure to check out the Irving Park Food Pantry 
and Carlson Community Services articles on pages 8 and 9 
for additional volunteer activities.

Front Porch Parties
The West Walker Civic Association is looking for volunteers 
in several capacities to assist with our Front Porch Party 
series, including hosting, musical guests, and help with set 
up and clean up. Contact Laura Ell at lauraell1120@gmail.
com for more information.  

Wire Editorial Board
Would you like to write for the Wire? Do you have ideas 
for topics the Wire should cover? The newly established 
Wire Editorial Board (WEB) offers opportunities to plan 

issues and help with coverage! The WEB meets three times 
a year (June, October, and February), planning the next 
two issues at each meeting.  If interested, contact Whitney 
Steen, West Walker Wire Editor, at west_walker_wire@
yahoo.com. 

Open House Chicago
The Chicago Architecture Center is seeing volunteers for 
Open House Chicago, the annual festival opening some of 
Chicago’s most unique buildings to the public. This year’s 
festival runs October 17-18; volunteers work one shift of 
3.5-5.5 hours and receive a Priority Access Pass which lets 
you skip the long lines at the more popular buildings. Visit 
www.architecture.org/open-house-chicago/volunteer to 
sign up.

Open Lands
This environmental organization offers regular 
opportunities throughout the year to plant and care for 
trees in Chicago area parks and wilderness areas. Volunteer 
for individual events or train to become a Treekeeper if 
you’d like to provide regular assistance in Open Lands’ 
efforts to protect the urban forest. Visit openlands.
org/events/volunteering to see the list of volunteer 
opportunities.
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Irving Park Community Food 
Pantry News text and photos by Craig Shutt, 
Publicity & Special Events Coordinator, unless noted

Pantry Provides School Supplies, Additional Do-
nations Needed

The Pantry’s annual drive to offer a bag of school supplies 
to all eligible clients’ children in kindergarten through high 
school is now underway. The program runs until the end of 
August. We’re collecting select items to round out the bags: 

•	 college-ruled loose-leaf paper and spiral notebooks 
•	 two-pocket pocket folders 
•	 glue sticks
•	 8-inch scissors 
•	 erasers 
•	 crayons (24 pack only)
•	 colored pencils (10-pack only
•	 colored markers (10-pack only)
•	 dry-erase markers

Donations can be dropped off at the Big Helpers store at 
4184 N. Elston Ave. between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday or on the enclosed front porch at 3912 N. 
Kenneth Ave. or 4242 N. Hamlin Ave. anytime.

You can donate via our registry at Amazon through the QR 
code below or at www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org via PayPal, 
Venmo, credit cards or Google Pay. You also can mail a 
check to Irving Park Food Pantry, 4256 N. Ridgeway Ave, 
Chicago IL 60618. 

Food Pantry at Independence Park Farmer’s 
Market 

Pantry volunteers will 
be staffing a booth at 
GIPNA’s Farmers Market 
at Independence Park on 
August 23rd. Stop by to 
say hi, ask questions, learn 
about volunteering or donate 
money for our various 
programs.

Area Farmers Provide 
Fresh Produce and Food

Thank you to the farmers 
at the Lincoln Square 
Farmers Market, who provide 
volunteer Lisa Hendricks with 
donations every Tuesday this summer so we can give them 
out to our clients right away on Wednesday. We get regular 
produce donations from Mick Klug Farms, Los Rodriguez 
Farms, Lafevor Farm & Greenhouses and Noffke Family 
Farms, plus bread from Breadman Baking Co.

We appreciate all the support we receive that helps us live 
up to our mission of being “Neighbors Helping Neighbors!” 

Above: Andy and Amber from the Irving Park YMCA stopped by the Pantry 
to pick up food for about a dozen of their in-house residents. 

Left: Lisa Hendricks shows off the array of bulbs donated by Farmers 
Market Garden Center, which they pulled, washed, bagged and labeled for 
our clients to take home. 

Photo by John Psiharis
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Save the date: Saturday, October 24, 2026: 
Carlson Community Services’ Annual Trivia 
Night Fundraiser!

We look forward to seeing you for another wonderful 
event- stay tuned for information on how to donate or 
volunteer to help make Trivia Night a success again. 

Our annual fine arts free concert, the Carlson 
Community Concert Series, will kick off on Sunday 
November 8, 2026, with a performance from renowned 
mezzo-soprano Susan Platts. For information on the full 
series, please visit: www.carlsoncommunityservices.org. 

Our Magic After-school Place program (MAP) will be 
back in action as the school year kicks off! We have 45 
students from Belding Elementary confirmed to attend 
this year. Our waitlist continues to grow, reflecting the 
rising need in our community for affordable, high-quality 
childcare for working families.  

From the Garden
We’ve had a wonderful group of regular volunteers— 
including students home during their college break— 
working at Carlson’s Three Brothers Garden this season. 
Thank you for all you do. It’s a joy to see folks working 
together to bring food to our community. Please join us: 
every Tuesday from 6-7pm. Kids are always welcome!

We also remain eager to expand the Carlson 
Community Harvest program this season! If you are 
a home gardener (or if you know any!) with surplus 
vegetables, herbs, or cut flowers, bring them to us and 
we will share the bounty with neighbors in need. Leave 
your donations on the table or in the cooler inside the 
garden gate on Tuesday evenings before 7:00 p.m. We 
will deliver all donations to the Irving Park Community 
Food Pantry on Wednesday mornings for distribution to 
pantry clients that day. 

Carlson’s Three Brothers Garden is located at 4107 N. 
Pulaski Road, at Pulaski & Belle Plaine, adjacent to the 
IPLC parking lot. Contact Carlson’s Executive Director, 
Liz Drew, with any questions or suggestions: lizdrew@
carlsoncommunityservices.org. 

News and 
Events

A 501(c)(3) non-profit connecting the Irving Park community 
with programs that enrich lives through education, culture 
and service.

Top and middle: Catching up with friends and neighbors during the 
Garden Walk

Bottom: Another busy Tuesday in the garden in July!
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Chicago 
Public Library, 
Independence 
Branch

Monday & Wednesday 10-6 / Tuesday & Thursday 12-8 

Friday & Saturday 9-5 /  Sunday 1-5

Holiday Closings
Monday, Sept. 7 (Labor Day)

For Kids
Play Day For ages up to 5.
Mondays at 10:30 am 
Bring a friend or meet a new one during our open and 
unstructured play group time.

Story Time For ages up to 5.
Wednesdays at 10:30 am 
Talk, sing, read, write, and stay to play with us! 

Make Your Mark
Thursday, August 13 and Sept. 17 at 4:30 pm
Make a craft project!

Cookie Club
Thursday, August 6 and Sept. 10 at 4:30 pm
Kids, eat cookies and read!

Lego Club For ages 5+
Thursday, August 20 and Sept 24 at 4:30 pm
Build and inspire others with your creations. All builds 
will be displayed with a juice box reception to follow.

All Ages
Buy Nothing Indy! Drop-off
Friday, August 21, 9 am-4 pm
Drop off your gently used housewares to give away. 
No clothes and nothing broken, please.

Buy Nothing Indy! Shop It
Saturday, August 22, 10 am-4 pm
Pick up gently used housewares for free. You don’t 
have to donate to take.

Community Cinema

Saturday, August 16 at 2 pm
Obsession (2025, Rating: R)

Sunday, Sept. 13 at 2 pm
Sense and Sensibility (1995, Rating: PG)

Saturday, August 26 at 11 am and 1 pm
Hoppers (2026, Rating: PG)

For Adults
Silent Book Club 
Sunday, August 30 and Sept. 27 at 2 pm

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Tuesday, August 11, 1- 6 pm
Register at redcrossblood.org.

Gentle Yoga on the Terrace 
Friday, Sept. 11, 18, and 25 at 10 am
Join instructor Careid for some gentle movement.

Adult Craft 
Thursday, August 13 at 5:30 pm
(X) Collective Patchwork: A Craft & Conversation Circle

Saturday, August 15 at 12 pm
Lino cut the Bean with Somos Arte.

Parenting Big Emotions
Saturday, Sept. 12 at 3:30 pm
Esther Monaghan, Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor 
at Pure Health Center, will share evidence-based strategies 
for parenting the big emotions of our 5-11 year-olds.

FREE Homework Help 
Returns to the Library 

September 1!

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3 - 6 pm
A licensed teacher will be available to help 
with homework questions.

Questions? Contact Jessica Kimpel, Children’s Librarian, at 312-744-1135 
or jmccarney@chipublib.org, or visit the library at 4024 N. Elston Ave.
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Register for Fall Classes at 
Independence Park
Registration for fall 2026 classes at Independence Park 
has begun! Online registration opened August 2 at 9 am 
and in-person registration begins August 8. Most activities 
take place in the Fieldhouse at 3945 N. Springfield Ave., 
with classes beginning in mid September and running 
through December. 

Visit www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/parks-facilities/
independence-park to see full details.

Classes offered this fall include:
•	 Swimming Lessons for All Ages
•	 Aquatic Exercise for both Adults and Seniors
•	 Adult Social Swim
•	 Art Classes for All Ages
•	 Pickleball for All Ages
•	 Dodgeball, Basketball, and other Sports for 

elementary school students
•	 Adult Jazzercise
•	 Adult Yoga




